
6+1 Trait Writing Model : Writing Rubric 

 
Student Name: ________________________________________  

 

 

CATEGORY  4  3  2  1  

Grammar & Spelling 
(Conventions)  

Writer makes no 
errors in grammar or 
spelling that distract 
the reader from the 
content.  

Writer makes 1-2 
errors in grammar or 
spelling that distract 
the reader from the 
content.  

Writer makes 3-4 
errors in grammar or 
spelling that distract 
the reader from the 
content.  

Writer makes more 
than 4 errors in 
grammar or spelling 
that distract the 
reader from the 
content.  

Focus on Topic 
(Content)  

There is one clear, 
well-focused topic. 
Main idea stands out 
and is supported by 
detailed information.  

Main idea is clear but 
the supporting 
information is 
general.  

Main idea is 
somewhat clear but 
there is a need for 
more supporting 
information.  

The main idea is not 
clear. There is a 
seemingly random 
collection of 
information.  

Adding Personality 
(Voice)  

The writer seems to 
be writing from 
knowledge or 
experience. The 
author has taken the 
ideas and made 
them \"his own.\"  

The writer seems to 
be drawing on 
knowledge or 
experience, but there 
is some lack of 
ownership of the 
topic.  

The writer relates 
some of his own 
knowledge or 
experience, but it 
adds nothing to the 
discussion of the 
topic.  

The writer has not 
tried to transform the 
information in a 
personal way. The 
ideas and the way 
they are expressed 
seem to belong to 
someone else.  

Word Choice  Writer uses vivid 
words and phrases 
that linger or draw 
pictures in the 
reader\'s mind, and 
the choice and 
placement of the 
words seems 
accurate, natural 
and not forced.  

Writer uses vivid 
words and phrases 
that linger or draw 
pictures in the 
reader\'s mind, but 
occasionally the 
words are used 
inaccurately or seem 
overdone.  

Writer uses words 
that communicate 
clearly, but the 
writing lacks variety, 
punch or flair.  

Writer uses a limited 
vocabulary that does 
not communicate 
strongly or capture 
the reader\'s interest. 
Jargon or cliches 
may be present and 
detract from the 
meaning.  

Pacing 
(Organization)  

The pacing is well-
controlled. The writer 
knows when to slow 
down and elaborate, 
and when to pick up 
the pace and move 
on.  

The pacing is 
generally well-
controlled but the 
writer occasionally 
does not elaborate 
enough.  

The pacing is 
generally well-
controlled but the 
writer sometimes 
repeats the same 
point over and over, 
or spends too much 
time on details that 
don\'t matter.  

The pacing often 
feels awkward to the 
reader. The writer 
elaborates when 
there is little need, 
and then leaves out 
necessary 
supporting 
information.  

Support for Topic 
(Content)  

Relevant, telling, 
quality details give 
the reader important 
information that goes 
beyond the obvious 
or predictable.  

Supporting details 
and information are 
relevant, but one key 
issue or portion of 
the storyline is 
unsupported.  

Supporting details 
and information are 
relevant, but several 
key issues or 
portions of the 
storyline are 
unsupported.  

Supporting details 
and information are 
typically unclear or 
not related to the 
topic.  

 

 

 



Oral Presentation Rubric : Presentation 

 
 

 

CATEGORY  4  3  2  1  

Comprehension  Student is able to 
accurately answer 
almost all questions 
posed by classmates 
about the topic.  

Student is able to 
accurately answer 
most questions 
posed by classmates 
about the topic.  

Student is able to 
accurately answer a 
few questions posed 
by classmates about 
the topic.  

Student is unable to 
accurately answer 
questions posed by 
classmates about 
the topic.  

Enthusiasm  Facial expressions 
and body language 
generate a strong 
interest and 
enthusiasm about 
the topic in others.  

Facial expressions 
and body language 
sometimes generate 
a strong interest and 
enthusiasm about 
the topic in others.  

Facial expressions 
and body language 
are used to try to 
generate 
enthusiasm, but 
seem somewhat 
faked.  

Very little use of 
facial expressions or 
body language. Did 
not generate much 
interest in topic 
being presented.  

Posture and Eye 
Contact  

Stands up straight, 
looks relaxed and 
confident. 
Establishes eye 
contact with 
everyone in the room 
during the 
presentation.  

Stands up straight 
and establishes eye 
contact with 
everyone in the room 
during the 
presentation.  

Sometimes stands 
up straight and 
establishes eye 
contact.  

Slouches and/or 
does not look at 
people during the 
presentation.  

Stays on Topic  Stays on topic all 
(100%) of the time.  

Stays on topic most 
(99-90%) of the time.  

Stays on topic some 
(89%-75%) of the 
time.  

It was hard to tell 
what the topic was.  

Preparedness  Student is 
completely prepared 
and has obviously 
rehearsed.  

Student seems 
pretty prepared but 
might have needed a 
couple more 
rehearsals.  

The student is 
somewhat prepared, 
but it is clear that 
rehearsal was 
lacking.  

Student does not 
seem at all prepared 
to present.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


